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Welcome to 2020!
We are, as always, excited about fresh starts around this time of the
year. Whether it is a new project or a small change in yourself or
your workspace, new things have a good, fresh feeling about them.
Even a new perspective on old projects can feel good. However, it
takes a bit of time to get used to new things and it might feel a bit
overwhelming when there is a lot which just seems to pile up out of
nowhere at the start of a new year (hopefully only from last year!).
January and February can feel like the busiest months, but don’t fret
– things are going well if there is work to be done. Plan things out
and take it bit by bit. Mindex Systems consultants are here to help
find new and easy ways to streamline library functions or to help
with a completely new system.
In this newsletter, you will find a 30-day new year’s challenge by
Ilze, a library-software questionnaire and scheduled training dates.
We at Mindex hope you find this short newsletter insightful and
inspiring for a year of plenty.
All the best from the Mindex Team

Library Conferences
SAIOM – 2 to 5 June 2020 – at CSIR in Pretoria. Theme: Robots,
Drones & Zombies
LIASA – 28 September – to 2 October in Johannesburg. Theme:
LIASA Disrupted
ISIC 2020 – 28 September to 2 October at University of Pretoria in
Pretoria.
SASA – To be confirmed

The 30-Day Challenge
The 30-day challenge is a perfect way to start the new year but can be done at any time of the year. The goal is
to make or break habits.
It is common to start the new year with enthusiasm and great resolutions, with the idea of changing our habits
and improving ourselves. To create a better version of ourselves, if you like. We often fail to keep to our new
year’s resolutions and end up feeling bad about ourselves.
It is hard to get past the first couple of days or weeks to commit to a change and to stick to it. In a way, the 30day challenge tricks the mind into forming a new habit by using more realistic goals. It is easier to think about,
and commit to, only drinking water every day for 30 days than to think about having to drink the daily
requirement for an entire year!
The 30-day challenge, simply put, is a short-term new year’s resolution that is used to change your habits in a
more achievable way. Whether it involves adding new habits, such as drinking more water, taking more notes
and keeping your desk tidy, or breaking bad habits like to stop smoking, not checking your mobile phone
unnecessarily or eating less McDonalds.
Choose an area of your life in which you would like to make a change. Work on the habit every day for 30 days.
30 days is a perfect time period for you to make something a part of your routine, yet short enough not to be
overwhelming as we often find our new year’s resolutions to be.
The method can be applied to all aspect of your life, work, health – anything that you would like to change
As an added measure, it is an excellent idea to find a ‘accountability buddy’. Someone who will either complete
the challenge with your or just someone who will be willing to remind you every day about the challenge you
have committed yourself to. It’s better when we are in it together!
Can you challenge yourself for 30 days? What will be your challenge for the next 30 days?

Always seeking
seeking to
to improve
improve yourself
yourself and
and the
the environment
environment
Always
through
realistic
goal
orientated
challenges
through realistic goal orientated challenges

Save the dates
Mindex Scheduled training dates:
24 to 28 February 2020 – Pretoria only
24 February – DB/Text Level 1 or Genie
25 February – DB/Text Level 2
26 February – DB/Text Advanced
27 February – Archiving or WebPublisher PRO Intro
28 February – Indexing or WebPublisher PRO Advanced
16 to 20 March 2020 – Cape Town and Pretoria
16 March – DB/Text Level 1 or Genie
17 March – DB/Text Level 2
18 March – DB/Text Advanced
19 March – Archiving or WebPublisher PRO Intro
20 March – Indexing or WebPublisher PRO Advanced
13 to 17 July 2020 – Cape Town and Pretoria

Courses to be confirmed
5 to 09 October 2020 - Cape Town only
Courses to be confirmed
12 to 16 October 2020 – Pretoria only
Courses to be confirmed
Mindex User Group Day
7 October – User Group Event Cape Town
14 October – User Group Event Gauteng

How well do you know your Library System?
Just because you open your DB/Text every day or have attended a single training session, it does not
guarantee the optimal use of your System. Sometimes you forget things, or you just ignore functions
because you are slightly unsure, or you might not be aware of an entire feature! Regardless, we feel it
is important for you to gauge your own mastery of the library system you use and to optimize the
training and services we at Mindex Systems provide you with.
As such, we have set up a ranked score-yourself questionnaire.
Feel free to answer and tally your own scores at the end to see where you are on a scale of 0 – 23 on
your knowledge about your Library System. For more precise scoring, see extended downloadable
version
1. How often do you find dates that you are searching for?
Never (0) | Seldom (1) | Often (2) | Always (3)
2. Do you know how to search for records that have no author or no Title?
No (0) | Yes (1)
3. Do you know how to correct entries in your Validation lists?
No (0) | Yes, I know but I am not using it (1) | Yes (2)
4. How often do you make use of Record Skeletons?

Add up the points (x) for each
question and see your rank below

I don’t know what this is (0) | Never (1) | Seldom (2) | Often (3)
5. Do you use the Spell Checker while capturing data?
I did not know it existed (0) | Never (1) | Seldom (2) | Often (3)
6. Do you know for how many days can you undelete deleted records?
I did not know it was possible (0) | I am not sure how many days (1) | Yes (2)
7. Can you import Marc records into Genie or the Library Module?
I did not know it was possible (0) | I am not sure how (1) | Yes, I am doing it (2)
8. Do you know how to create forms with calculations in Inmagic?
No (0)| I am not sure how (1) | Yes (2)
9. Do you know you can customise your screens in Genie and Inmagic?
No (0)| I am not sure how (1) | Yes (2)
10. Do you create excel spreadsheets from your database?
I did not know I could do this (0) | Never (1) | Seldom (2) | Often (3)

(0–5) Novice: We think you can do
with some training!
(6–10) Initiate: You know most of
your basics, but training will help
you work faster!
(11–15) Adept: You know all your
basics but keep your manual close
by
(16–20) Master: You can only
empower yourself with advanced
training!
(20+) Power User: Knowledge and
information flows from your
fingers

Client Feature: NALN
The National Afrikaans Literary Museum is in a centuries-old building in Bloemfontein. The impressive
structure was commissioned in 1875 as a government building. The building itself has a rich history and
is surrounded by beautiful trees and busts of literary heroes. Within the walls is the National Afrikaans
Literary Museum and Research Centre. Since NALN formed in 1973, it has become a central archive for
the history, development and scope of Afrikaans arts, and now operates as a non-profit organization.
The NALN has been using Inmagic software since 1999 to curate and manage some of Afrikaans’ most
influential original works and artifacts. A collection of over 750 000 items are available here as NALN
has everything Afrikaans-related, from books and manuscripts to sheet music and furniture of
important South African writers.
As well as being a museum, research centre and library, they have a comfy hidden spot where literary
lovers and clubs gather for readings, music and talks. NALN does great work for the preservation and
continuation of the linguistic blending of East and West Africa. We thank Wyno Simes, Gerda Stroebel
and the other staff who welcomed us during a User Group visit and showed us excellent hospitality.

Bella signing the book club wall
All manuscripts and translations of
works by Deon Meyer on display

Majestic old citrus tree in the courtyard
at NALN

Annelien Diedericks at the banner for
their Eugene Marais collection

Client Feature: Dirco OCSA Library
The Office of the Chief State Law Adviser (IL) within the Department of International
Relations and Cooperation is the official custodian of all international agreements that
the South African Government is a party to. The South African Treaty Section is
responsible for the management of this valuable information source.

The official South African Treaty Register provides electronic access to South African
treaties and agreements dating back as far as 1654. You can access their database at:
Treaties Database

The Treaty Section uses the latest version on Inmagic DB/Text and WebpublisherPro to
publish their databases on the Web. They have been using the system since 1999.
Their team has attended various trainings with Mindex and we are proud to have them
as one of our clients.
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